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LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY
Dear Friends,
It’s hard to remember a time when a global pandemic was not overshadowing
our world. Looking back on all we experienced in 2020, we are in awe of our staff,
youth, volunteers, and entire community for their resilience and strength. Like
everyone, Groundwork Denver experienced the impacts of COVID-19 firsthand.
Our community members were often on the front lines, risking their health and
the health of their families to keep the essential parts of this city going. They
faced multiple threats to their health and livelihoods not only by the coronavirus,
but also because of the historical inequities and environmental injustices that
have led to dirtier indoor and outdoor air, less access to safe outdoor spaces, and
less access to healthy food, all things that we have cherished and needed this
year. This past year has challenged us, changed us, and humbled us, but more
than anything, it has reminded us of the unyielding strength and adaptability of
community.
Groundwork Denver is based in community. Since Groundwork Denver was
founded more than 18 years ago, we have firmly believed that community is one
of the key pillars to successfully fighting for environmental justice. That is why our
work is based in community: strengthening and educating our communities and
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providing our communities with the opportunities and resources to advocate
for themselves. In 2019 and 2020, the staff and board of Groundwork Denver
worked tirelessly to adapt, respond, and show up for our communities in the
most effective way possible.
We continued to fight for environmental justice from a variety of angles.
We sustainably grew local produce, we conducted energy audits for underresourced households, we employed amazing youth on our Green Teams,
we ensured the safety of our watersheds, and we did so much more. We
are honored to get to work every single day to create a safer, more just, and
environmentally-centered future for all of our communities.
Thank you for engaging with our mission, believing in our work, and
fighting for environmental justice. By supporting Groundwork Denver you
are amplifying the voices of our communities, enabling us to advocate and
strive for a Colorado that we know can be attained, one that prioritizes
not just environmentalism, but socially-just, accessible, equity-based
environmentalism.
In Partnership,
Cindy Chang, Executive Director
Christine Jochim, Board President 2020
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ENERGY PROGRAM
Groundwork Denver provides energy efficiency services, weatherization
upgrades, and energy-based education for single family residences
in metro Denver. Our energy auditors provide free home energy
assessments to income-qualifying residents. During these energy audits,
our staff will identify and prioritize potential energy improvements,
inspect major energy uses and insulation levels, install low-cost upgrades,
and conduct blower-door-directed air sealing. Depending on the needs
of the particular house, the auditors will utilize different energy-saving
improvements and installations to reduce energy loss and make the
home safer. For families struggling to pay their energy bills, these
improvements can ensure they are able to stay in their home and
their chosen community. Our energy program has collectively saved
residents more than $100,000 on energy bills in 2019 alone.

PROGRAMS

FOOD PROGRAM
YOUTH PROGRAM
The Youth Programs are core to Groundwork Denver,
providing local employment and leadership development for
youth and young adults from under-resourced communities
in metro-Denver. Groundwork Denver employs youth from
specific Denver neighborhoods, such as Globeville/ElyriaSwansea, Westwood, Northeast Park Hill, Montbello,
Northwest Aurora, Commerce City, and the City of Sheridan,
to become involved in environmental action, stewardship, and
community outreach and engagement.
Our youth team members are superstars. They work on
more than 100 community-based projects each year,
including urban farming, habitat restoration, trail building,
park and alley clean-ups, and so much more. They are the
future leaders of our community, developing their voices and
passions through building skills, and both envisioning and
realizing the world they want to live in.

Since 2014, Groundwork Greens has been working to combat urban food
deserts by providing healthy and affordable local produce to Denver
residents and restaurants. Over 15 varieties of seeds are grown in our 1,800
square foot space, producing around 3,500 pounds of food every year,
reducing our carbon footprint and providing healthier food options for our
local community.
We run our very own year-round CSA program that provides customers
with a weekly variety of local, sustainably grown produce, from zesty
Thai basil to crisp red romaine lettuce to hearty Tuscan kale.
Groundwork Denver is also a partner of Fresh Food Connect, a program
that was created to address the urban food waste crisis. The program
utilizes excess produce from community gardeners and redistributes the
food to communities suffering from food insecurity. The program started
in 2014 and has helped reduce both hunger and unnecessary food waste.
Fresh Food Connect rescues more than 5,000 pounds of fresh produce
annually.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR OTHER PROGRAMS
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FINANCIALS
Statement of Financial Position and Activities, December 31, 2019
The following is a statement of financial position and activities for the fiscal year January 1, 2019 –
December 31, 2019 as audited by Taylor, Roth and Company, PLLC.
ASSETS

STAFF & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Donations receivable
Grants and contracts receivable
Prepaid expenses
Net property and equipment
Total assets

LIABILITES AND NET ASSETS

2019 Staff

2019 Board of Directors

Pat Barron, Energy Efficiency Services Coordinator

Sonrisa Lucero, Board President
Sustainability Strategist, Denver Office of
Climate Action, Sustainability and Resiliency

Liabilities
Accounts payable
Accrued payroll costs
Deferred revenue
Fiscal agent liability
Note payable
Commitments
Total liabilities

Christine Jochim, Vice President
Shareholder, Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber, Schreck,
LLP

Net assets
Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions
Total net assets

César Rascón Carnero, Board Treasurer
Vice President and Branch Manager, First
Citizens Bank

Total liabilities and net assets

Sadot Castañeda, Energy Auditor
Cindy Chang, Executive Director
Maria Delgado, Community Connector
Imelda Delgado, Community Connector
Melake Getabecha, Youth Programs Director
Elysa Goldman, Energy Programs Director
James Harris, Energy Auditor
Sarah Leach, Greenhouse Assistant
Mitch Ruter, Energy Auditor
Andrea Savage, Program Manager
Toni Schmid, Finance Manager
Emily Sepulveda, Greenhouse Manager
Kelly Shinn, Associate Director
Alex Xavier Tiscareño, Sheridan Inspire Initiative Coordinator
Samantha Villatoro, Program Manager

Erik Nielsen, Board Secretary
Senior Attorney, Leprino Foods Company
Ashton Blaha
Talent Management, Bank of the West
Susan Bonsall Rosenberry
Community Leader
Makalah Emanuel
Marketing and Event Planning Professional
Carishma Gokhale-Welch
Project Leader, National Renewable Energy
Laboratory
Chris Yuan-Farrell
Senior Program Officer, Great Outdoors
Colorado

Quinn Yawger, Marketing Fellow
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REVENUE AND OTHER SUPPORT
Government grants and contracts
Foundation awards and grants
Contract services
Corporate contributions
Rebate revenue
Individual contributions
Debt forgiveness
Produce sales
Insurance proceeds
Nonprofit partners
Interest income
Special event income
Less direct event expenses
In-kind contributions
Net assets released from restrictions

Total revenue and other support

EXPENSE
Program
Supporting services
Management and general
Fundraising
Total expense
Change in net assets
NET ASSETS, beginning of year
NET ASSETS, end of year

2019

2018

703,207
2,325
164,343
8,942
218,662

481,069
156,536
7,122
261,505

$ 1,097,479

$ 906,232

2019

2018

42,757
43,382
71,911
41,429
85,715

156
34,009
38,659
131,110

$ 285,194

$ 203,934

638,028
174,257
$ 812,285

468,039
234,259
$ 702,298

$ 1,097,479

$ 906,232

2019

2018

792,033
243,807
221,266
136,564
129,783
53,350
42,857
20,254
12,750
10,972
4,358
27,900
$ 1,695,894

979,174
177,057
196,934
46,586
71,592
41,188
42,857
38,426
8,249
898
21,386
(15,126)
$ 1,609,221

2019

2018

1,1,111,283,663

1,392,416

224,452
77,792
1,585,907
109,987
$ 702,298
$ 812,285

105,331
68,341
1,566,088
43,133
$ 659,165
$ 702,298

CONTENT AND DESIGN BY GREEN JUICE MEDIA

3280 N. Downing St. Unit E
Denver, CO 80205
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